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Important News 
You must have been very surprised to find a DEMS bulletin 

from 1995 in this envelope when you opened it. 
This is the story: 

After DEMS 96/1 appeared, Birgit Aslund did send us the 
preparations, Benny made for the 95/3 bulletin, before he 
became so ill that he had to stop working. She wanted us to 
use the material in future bulletins. 

We could not decide to take it apart and to spread the items 
around in the next bulletins. 

We want this bulletin to take its place in your chronological 
files full of DEMS bulletins. We suspect that you keep them 
somehow someplace to be consulted later if required. 

The contents of DEMS 95/3 will be discussed and referred 
to in the future as usual. It is the very last bulletin Benny made 
for us and although it is not finished, it certainly has the old 
flavour, which is now gone forever. 

The only contribution to this 1995 bulletin that we made is 
the picture of Benny with his friend Gordon Ewing, at the 1994 
conference in Stockholm, on the last page: 95/3-8. 

Goran Wallen wanted us to declare on the first page of this 
bulletin, that the bulletins will be edited by Sjef Hoefsmit and 
that the address is now Voort 18b, 2328 Meerle. Belgium. 

Birgit Aslund asked us to tell you that the old post box from 
DEMS is no longer available. All the mail for DEMS should be 
send to Belgium. Letters for Birgit Aslund should be send to her 
home-address: Saningsvagen 27, S-175 45, Jarfalla. Sweden. 

On page 13 of this 96/2 bulletin, you will find a personal 
balance-report, telling you how the state is of your deposit with 
DEMS. We needed some time to take over from Birgit the 
DEMS administration and in order not to interrupt the flow of 
bulletins any longer, we decided to send you 96/1 and 96/2 free 
of charge. 

Starting with 97/1 we expect from each DEMS member a 
donation of Belgian Franks (BEF) 600.-

The different ways for sending us your donation are 
described on page 14 of this bulletin. 

We are able and willing to consider sending a limited number 
of bulletins free of charge to those who ask us to do so. 
Publishing DEMS bulletins is a non-profit activity. 

This is very important: 
There are two different kinds of members: Those who have 

more than BEF 600.- on their account with DEMS and those 
who don't. 

Only if you have more than BEF 600.- on your DEMS-
account, we will not bother you, asking tor a confirmation that 
you want to continue your membership for the next year. We 

will assume that you accept that we take BEF 600.- from your 
deposit and continue to send you the bulletins. In case you 
want to cancel your membership, please let us know and we will 
send your money back. 

If you see on page 13 that your deposit is less than 
BEF 600.-, you have to let us know what you want. If we 
receive your money, we understand that you want to continue 
your membership. We do not need a letter (we appreciate one 
though!). If you want to pay later (lor instance in Leeds), you 
should lett us know! 

When we do not hear from you, we do (as the lyrics say) 
nothing, which means: we stop sending bulletins. 

There is another important matter that we have to 
bring to your attention: 

This is quoted from a letter, we received from Jerry Valburn: 
"/ am spending my full time finishing a series of books on 

Duke. Full reviews have been few and far in-between. I need 
direct touch with all Ellington interested persons. In the early 
1980's Benny gave me a complete list of DEMS members with 
addresses. In my big move from Plainview to Massachusetts 
this list became lost. At any rate many people have changed 
addresses and others, sadly, have passed on. Would you 
lease send me an updated list of DEMS members?" 

There are two reasons for us to be reluctant to send your 
names and addresses. The first one it the fact that Benny 
once, when we asked him the same thing, refused to do so 
because he did not want the members to start a private 
correspondence. When they had Ellington-matters to discuss, 
it should go through DEMS. The second reason is that we feel 
that we can not give your name and address without your 
permission. Because of Jerry Valbum's enormous merit and 
importance for the Ellington community, we have tried to find a 
solution. We will drop our first objection, hoping that both Jerry 
and the members he will take contact with, will remember DEMS 
and will try to share interesting information with all of us. For 
the second objection there is a simple solution. 

When you belong to the first group of members, who do not 
have not to send us money, we will assume lhat you agree with 
us sending your name to Jerry Valburn. If you don't agree, you 
should let us know! We are sorry to bother you with this, but we 
suspect that either nobody or a small minority of our members 
wish to withhold their names from the list for Jerry Valburn. 

When you belong to the second group of members, who 
have to be in contact with us anyway, we expect a positive 
indication coming along with the payment for 1997. There is 
room for a message on bank-transfers and on IMO's. If you 
write "J.V. yes!", we know enough. When you don't give us 
permission, we will not give your name away. DEMS 


